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"The purpose of the -Center shall be to collect and
disstminate statistics and other data related to educa-
tion in the United States and in other nations. The
Center shall . . . collect, collate, and from time to
time, report full and complete statistics on the condi-
tions of edation in the United States; conduct and
publish reports on specialized analyses of the mean-
ing and significance of such statistics; 4, . and-
review and report on education activities in foreign
countries: " -- Section. 406 (b) of the General Educa-
tion Provisions Act, as amended (20 U.S.C.
1221e -1).

a. 4

-

11

'7

4

r

.rte

. 1 4

I For sale by the Superintendent of Documents
U.S. Government Printing Office
Washington, D.C. 20402
Stock No. 017-080-01822-5

.77,

.
1.1, s



1

Foreword

N

The National Center for Education Statistics
(NCES) is the primary Federal agency responsible
for collecting, analyzing, and reporting education
statistics for planners and poficymakers 'at all levels
of government. The Center also coordinates the data
acquisition activities in the Education Division and
the Office for Civil Rights to eliminate excessive
detail and unnecessary N or redundant information
requests.

pubecation provides-an overview of .the major
program activities for fiscal years 1978 and 1979 that
areAesigned to.fulfill NCES goali. It summarizes
the Center's purpoSe, -4bjectives, and program of
education statistics. The report also describes The ilk
services the Center provides to. ensure the collirtion '

of accurate and uniform information, the inte reta-
tion of the meaning and significanCe of that informa-i
tion, and the timely reporting of the information in
forms most appropriate to the users. .

Part One of this ..rt contains a statistical report
on the condition of - ucation in the United States.

We hope that this is rt will be helpfil to the reader
in understanding the rmation and services availa-
ble in the National Center for Education Statistics.

,

f'

Marie D. Eldridge
Administrator, National Center

- for Education Statistics
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NCESIPurpose, Objectives,
and Current Strategies 1.

S

PurPose
The National Center for Ethiation Statistics
(NCES) is, the primary Federal agency responsible
for collecting and repcirting statistics on the con-
dition of American education, analyzing their mean-
ing and significance, and assisting State and local
education agenda; to improve and automate their
statistical systems. The Education Amendments of
1976 also assigned the Center responsibility for:

S.

coordinatifig data acquisition activities of the Edu-
cation Division and the Office for. Civil Rights in
order to eliminate excessiVe detail and unnecessary
or redundant information requests,

developing, implementing and operating a national
vocational education data system (VEDS), and

conducting a continuing survey of the supply and
demand for education personnel.

NCES Objectives
NCES has two major, objectives in the areas of
education statistics and statistical services. These
derive directly from the legislative authority in sec-
tion 406(a) of the General Education Provisiods
Act:

1r

4

Education StatisticsTo, develop and maintain a
core ofieducatiOn statistics on both institutions and
students for monitoring trends in education and for
providing inforination to address policy issues. Such
issues include: problems of declining enrollments;
need for education personnel in specialized areas;
financing of elementary-secondary and poisecon-
dary education; access to and persistende in postsec-,
ondary education 'including minorities in higher t*.

education); relationship of education and work; and
growth or decline in achievement, especially in the
basic skills.

Statistical ServicesTo deVelop a Coordinated pro-
gram of statistical services to users that will ensure
the utility and use of these educatiOn statistics. These
services include assistance to States in developing
comparable data. bases; analysis which clarifies the
meaning of data for policy use, and disseminatibn of
timely and useful information to the public.

Current Stategles Overview .

In order to achieve these objectives, the Center has
developed a strategy to carry out a balanced pro-
gram combining collection of pdtrcation statistics
an provision of statistioal services to users.

In 1978 the Educatidn tatistics`prOgram
will emphasizekasize extending 'the range of data available
on institutions and students. The Center's institu-
tional data systems in elementary-secondary educe-
tion and vocation education will be expanded and
refined with the installation of the first phases of the
Conanion Cote of Data (CCI)). in el -sec: -
op naeducation and of the VocatioenVoY.ation
Da System (VEDS). The center will reassess the
Higher. Education 'General InforMation Survey,
(REGIS) to improve the coordinationbetween Fed-.
.eral and State data needs and collections. Coverage -

of nonpublic schools-will be included In the survey
ti school library media centers for the first time).

(.1

0,

Student datatill also be enlarged with the addition
of a new cohort to the National Longitudinal Study
(NLS) in 1980. The new cohort provides the ca,
pability to compare three high school cIasfse% 1972,
1980, and 1982, and to compare- graduates with
dropouts.

4
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Statistical Services will crease to provide financial,
assistance to help S develop compatible data
systems and to install' CD and VEDS. The Cen-
ter's program of ytical studies will focus on
analyses of new and existing data bases and on.
methodologicalztudies. A unified dissemination pro-

, gram is being developed to make data more acces-
sible and more closely related to user needs. A major
component of the dissemination program is the
streamlining of data production kr-reduce the time
between data collection and reporting.

Associated with the development of NCES' pro-
gram strategies is the ovemding concernto reduce
paperwork problems in, elementapy-secondary and
postsecondary education. Through the FAucatios
Data Acquisition Council, NCES conducts formal
reviews of present and proposed data acquisition
activities in order to eliminate excessive detail and
unnecessary or redundant information requests. in
addition, NCES is designing a data item indexing
system to identify redundancies. The computer-

" based index will permit quick checks for duplication
of data items in survey forms and enable requestors
to identify data from other sources where they may
already exist.

O
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Education' Statistics

The primary objective of the Center's Bducation
Statistics program is, to,design and maintain a Core of
statistical data, from institutienSand .students which
Will provide cross-sectional and trend information
needed to address policy issues and to report on the
status of American education. These data provide
basic information used by Federal policymakers for
assessing the impact of Vslious programs, analyzing
the condition of schools and institutions, determin-
ing disparities in financing education, monitoring the
compliance of educational institutions with federal
laws, and crosswidking educational 'attainment with
employment and other exberiences in adult life.

It is important that the ,clevelopment of, the datacore
ssufficiendy' fixed to permit trend analysis and

exible enough to address emerging issueas com-
prehensive in that it includes all education levels and
specific target groups, and timely to ensure greatest
utility and minimum burden on respondents.

The Education Statistics program provides informa-
tion on elemebiary-secondary and, postsecondary
education as well as the major resources which
facilitate learning. Data are collected rrom' education ,

institutions and-agencies on enrollments, staff, and
finances; from students on participation in, and the
impact of, education programs; and from libraries
and educational broadcasting stations on staffing,
finances, and services.

While NCES niabitains this data core through an
ongoing program. .of survey and- special studies,
NCES also has the) capability for rapid data collec-
lion and dissemination. By means of the Fast Re-
sponse Survey System, the, Center provides nation-
ally representatiVe data in approximately 3 months
on new policy-related issues.

Institntional surveys of elementary-secondary and
postsecondary education and libraries, which pro-
vide the basic information necessary for establishing
trends and describing the atatds of education, are

, .de$Fitted hN, the section which follows.

11 t I

I

I f

lastitatiord Data
Common Core of Data (CCD) . .

The Common Core of Data is -a cooperative
Federal-State dita system designed to provide com-
prehensive data on enrollments, staff, Imancesd
facilities of public elementary and secondary
schools. State agencies, through the Council of
Chief State School Officers, have agreed to produce
the State and local data required ,by CCD. Even-
tually replacing the Elementary-Secondary General
Information System (ELSEGIS), which provides
State-aggregated data, CCD *ill collect aggregate
data for each loc)sixsolool system from the State
education agencies: Full installation of CCD will
require several years because States must adapt their
record systems to standard terminology and defini-
tions contained in NCES handbooks. .Financial as-
sistance is*Provided to State education agencies to
reimburse them for the costs of compiling and
reporting these data.

CCb represents a 'comprehensive effort to improve
the scope, quality, and timeliness of information on
the Nation's educational system. It will provide data
on 16,000 local education agencies, making possible
comparisons among school districts within a State or
mixing those with similar characteristics among
States. These data are vital for measuring disparities
among local agencies in raising revenues for school
support, for making accurate enrollment projections
to guide allocation of Federal resodrces, and for
conducting a wide variety,. of analytical studies to

"'monitor the condition of education.

.1" f
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The lita base design and field test fol. CCD were
completed in 1977. Durifig 1977-78 local education
agency data on enrollments by grade and on, staffing
by assignment are being collected, and States are
supplying reports,on State eduCation agency oper-
ations. In 1980 States will beginlihasing in the
financial component of CCD, with full implements-
fion expected for fiscal year 1981. Until that time,
schooj finance data will continue tb be collected by
State totalsi and from school disfricti through the
Census of Governments conducted by the Bureau of
the Census. The latter, while providing useful data,
dos not proy:de the array of finance,data currently
needed for &Hay decisions. With CCD, the required
school finance data v.till be collected for all school
systems and aggregated at the State level.

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities:
Collect a portion of the CCD system for all public

elementary and secondary schools in the. form of
local educational agency aggregates supplied by
State agencies.

Collect State education agency (SEA) data on
operations, including revenues,. expenditures, and
staffsof SEAs.

Year 1979 Plans:
Implement the 1,78-79 CCD, which begins the

process of assimilating ELSEGIS. (described beloW)
into the overall CCD system..

sr*

1,

. 41,

Elementary,,Secondary General
Information System (ELSEGIS) .

Up to the present time, the several parts of
130EGIS have been the primary instruments for
collecting basic data on public elementary and sec -

' ondary education in the United States and outlying
areas. ELSEGIS will 'eventually, be replaced by
CCD; for the next year at least it will overlap CCD
to permit verification of the accuracy of CCD data
and to allow some States more time to install the
new system. ELSEGIS acquites data aggregated at
the State level on pupils, staff, finances, and facilities
in public elementary and secondary schools: Data
are obtained through Co tracts with State education
agencies (SEAs) which a y carry out the data
acquisition, editing, and co pilition for the LACES
survey. These-contiacts are intended to reimburse
the States for the incremental costs of tabulating and
compfmg the data into NCES formats. Data are
obtained from the State agencies primarily. in State-
aggregated form. Statistics collected by the Bureau
of the Census and the Equal Employment Cipportu-
nityCommisgon are also used in the ELSEGIS data
base.

Fiscal Yeaf .1078 Activities:'
Collect SEA-aggregated statistics on the, number

of school-districts, schools, pupils, revenues, expend-
. itures, and `staff employed during the...1977-78 school
year. . .

Publish reports itu similar 1976-77 data
Continue t9 wale on a 20-year trend study based

nn the 4111 statistics of public schools.

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans:
, Begin phasing ELSEGIS into CCD.

Collect data on the 1978-79 school wear and pub-
lish reports op the 177-78 data

Now

>1 .
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Schbol Finance Survey
Thrannual survey of local education agencies is
conducted jointly by. NCES and the Governments
Divisioli of the Bureau of the Census. It provides
data on receipts by source (including the distribution
of Federal funds. by major programs), and on ex-
penditures by purpose. Data are collected from
school districts by the Bureau of the Census on a
report form developed jointly by the two agencies.
Usually, data are collected from a sample of approxi-
mately 6,1001°4 public school systems; however, a
complete census is being taken for the Census of
GoVernments) for 'fiscal year 1477. The Common
Core of Data will replace this survey in the 1980's.

Fistal Year 1978 Actsphes:
Collect fiscal year 1977 finance data for all school

districts.

FiscalWear 1979 Plans: .

Co ect fiscal year 1978 fihance data from a sample
of school districts. . ,

Nonpdplic $chool Survey ,

' The Office of BM-Marion, NCES, and the private
sector have periodically cooperated in surveys of
nonpublic schools, most recently in 1970. However,
until NCES began to collect consistent and recur-
ring, data on n9npublic schools tor the school gear
1976-17, there\ had. been no 'systematic, Federal

'schOule of surveys in this' important area of the
elementary-secondary school system, eatimated at 10
percent of the total enrollment. NCES planilto
c011ectidata on enroUpent-Itaff,, and finances an:,
nually in nonpublic schools to complement the Zorn-
nion core of elementary-sedondary data (CCD). The
nonpublic school survey and .ccr) . will provide
completeelementary-secondarY school data to help
planned and . policymakers to monitor trends,
particularly on tlwpopulation shifts between public
and 'nonpublic schools; to estimate the number of
nonpublic students who are eligible to paiticipate
in tederdlly funded services and programs;,sand, to
makes more accurate enrollment prbjections. ,

.

O

10

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities:
'ob Complete the report on the nonpUblic school base
year survey (1976-77) and administer the 1977-78 ".

survey.

Fiscalyear 1979 Plans: ,

Administer the 1978-79 survey and complete the
1977-78 report.

. .

Survey of Secondary School Courses
and Enrollments
Surveys of course offerings and enrollments in pub.
lic secondary schools, have historically served a
useful role in educational policymaking. Side
releasinthe initial repo q in 1890, the Office of
Education has at irregular intervals conducted a
number of such surveys, the most recent being for
the 1972 -73 school. year. These ahrveys have pro-
vided detailed data on secondary leVe1.6oursealnd..
the number of students enrolled in them. Current
data on courses and nurnbereof students enrolled are
in demand because schools have redefined, modified,
expanded, and eliminated many courses during the
past decade in an effort to make them more compati-

, .ble with student needs and more relevant to current
economic and societal conditions.

nu,

During 1978 and 1979 NCES will design a national
'sample survey of secondary schools and students in

es 1 through 10 to ditcument course content
bo in public and nonpublic schools. The survey to
be administered in 1980 will Foyer all curriculum
areas; Data w)11' be related to the demographic and
socioeconomic characteristics of enrollees, the de- , -
gree of emphasis op basic life skills, and. he extent of ,

-elective versus required course offerings.

Fiscal Year 1978 ActiAles: -

Determine specifications for the design of a lon-
gitudinal study of secondary school Nurses ;mod

, enrollments.

Fiical Year 1979 Plans:
Initiate the first phase of the comprehensive, na-

tional survey.
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Educational Personnel,
The training, work situations, and job markets for
teachers are all undergoing changes. The Education
Amendments of 1976 mandate NCES to conduct
recurring surveys on the supply *of and demand for
educational .personnel, and to report annually to the
Congress on Areas of need. In61978 and 1979 NCES
will conduct a series of studies which fociis on key
components of the supply and demand for teachers

- and administrators.

.

Surveys of Supply of Education PersonnelIn 1975
NCES 'surveyed tea r training institutions to ob-
tain data on the numbe of_prospective teachets. A
study will be adminin ed in fall 1978 to obtain
informatiOn from institutions of higher education on .
the number o( individuals who have completed a
program in teaching or school, administration be-
tween July 1, 1977. and June. 30, 1978, and an
estimate of those wit will complete a program
between July 1, 1978 and June 30, 1979. Information
bn the number of graduates add to. the teacher
supply is obtained on a biennial `thro'ugh the
Center's survey of-recent colleg uates. Data ,
are collected from a representative ple pf recent
college graduates whd received a bachelor's or mas-
ter's degree the preceding year to deteiemine the
employment and' education status of these graduates.
Among the data provided are the number of tradu-
ates who-received teaching positions by field- S4-,
veys of th 1976-77 arid 1978-79 gratiatea will be
'the second and third, 'thus enabling pltnners to
monitor tea her supply over the past 6 yeat-s:/Thete
data will al address the demand .component by
indicating th
ers obtained ployment.

r

Surveys of Demand for tdpc al Personnel
NCES is also conducting s veral. studies which
provide impdrtant information on the demand for
teachers anti administrators. In fiscal year ,1978
NcES surveyed school districts through. die Cen-
ter's Vagt Response Survey System (FRSS) tolden- .-
tify teacher shortages (the number of position open-,
ings for Which qualified- teachers could net be ;

found), the demand for new school administrators,
and the fields for which the demand for teachers and
administrators will grow within the next 5 years.
NC'ES plans to keep this information current. A
second and more comprehensive survey of school
districts will be made in 1979 to update incl.' expand
the data on teacher shortages and the future demand
for teachers and administrators.

. -

'Another study is being\con&idered in which a sample
of teachers and administrators will be surveyed to
colleciltiformatioi not available from ether 4durces
on the number 'teachers hired from. theteacher
reserve pool, tlfe number who have been certified in
a, new field and who ate teachhig in that 'field

'4(retraining), the nu er who have changed their
teaching locati d the number certified and
employed as school administrators. -

, 0 ,
.

- Fiscal Year 1978 Activities:. , - .
Adminis tthe,FIS urvey to determine current

`teacher ,ads' .., demand.
Dev p a 'survey titutions of higher educa-

tion o the number prospectimeipjetc and
administrators.

Administer the survey of 1976-77 College Nadu-
ateit,' which includes datei on the number certified, tC:N...,Melds in which newly qualified teach _

teach and the number actually employed as teachers..
, 411

Design till survey of 1978%-79 college ,gilkdnates
for admiinstrhtion in.-fiscal year 1980. .

erXpdate rand expand the.informadon obtained from
. the MSS surveif to determine adimi
- shortitges and emerging deniand.'

AdMinit a survey of eniploy.ed teachers- and
'adrninistra ,rs to de,tentlin' e numbers hired from. the
re4erve pool, numbersicardined for other liksign-,

_runes, and mobility (teM10)., .

,

6

A

-

1r

0

a.'riscal \ear 1979 Plans:

Cbmplete' the statistical reports a -the ,surveyi
condlictedrin 1978. ; r

,.46
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Higher Education General Information
Survey(HEGIS)
Since 1961,, HEGIS, the Center's collegiate data
collection system, has brought into a single, coordi:
nated package; all the institution-based surveys or
entire academic years. The system; which Mel a
complete census of public and private institutions of
higher education, provides basic data on a regular
schedule for responding to current issues and for
comparing and projecting trends. The data are used
by planners, analysts, and researchers in Federal and
State agencies, higher, education associations, policy
and research agencies, and institutions of higher
education. ,

,

Office for Civil Rights (OCR) compliance data on
student enrollment and degrees earned in institution&
of higher education were incorporated into the
HEGIS system for the first time in 1976. This
eliminates duplicate data collection and increases the

.depth and utility of the HEGIS data base for an-
alysts and planners.

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities:
Prepare reports for surveys adMinistered in fiscal

, year 1977.
Administer HEGIS surveys and survey of adult

and contmiung,education.
Conduct feasibility study of higher education

facilities, with particular emphasis on accessibility
for-the harldioapped.

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans:
Prepare reports for surveys administered in fiscal

year 1978. .

dminister HEGIS surveys in the fiscal year 1979
c de.

-, -se nduct full-scale study of higher education facili-

The following REGIS surveys are administered
institutional characteristics, opening fall

efir011ment, degrees and other awards, employees'
salaries, and tenure, and revenues and expenditures.
Data needed by OCR are incorporated the
enrollment and degree surveys every other,yea, one
year for enrollment and the next for degrees. The
data on adet/confmuing education and academic
libraries also 'alternate with each other: Surveys of
institutional facilities are scheduled' over longer
periods. A feasibility study Of higher education
facilities plading particular emphasis on accessibility
for the handicapped will be made in the fall of 1978,
with the full-Scale survey planned for 1979 or 1980.

",

S

Vocational Educadon
, Thetvocational education data collection program

includes the new Vocational Education Data System
(VEDS), which was mandated by I L. 04-482, and
the biennial 'survey noncollegiate postsecondary
schools with occupational programs.

Vocational Education Data System (PEDS)Work
on VEDS began in fiscal year 1977 with the devel-
opment of statrdard terminology and identification
of items that would pro "de the legislatively re-

"s: Squired information: stud enrollment, programs,
prograhi completere and leavers, staff, fa ties, and
expenditures in all public secondary andltostseeon-
dary schools.This work, completed in Aga year
.1977, was followed by design of a -field test being
conducted in fiscal year 1978. The system will be

_compatible as much as possible with State occupa-
tonal information systeps which will yield data on
employment. Thus, used together, the two systems
contribute to a continuous assessment of Occupa-
tional supply and demand.

4
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VEDS comprises two major functional elements: (1)

'a reporting/system to enable data aggregated at the
State level/ to be transmitted to the Federal level,
and (2) an accounting system whibit establishes
recordkeeping standards at tie local and State lev-
els. The AT .q) reporting system is designed to
supersede the one currently administered by the
Bureau of Occupational and Adult Education
(BOAE) in the U.S. Office of Education.

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities:
Comelete the VEDS field test in nine States.
!Design manuals and conduct training sessions for

the implementation of VEDS.
Install the components of the accounting system

needed for fiscal year 1979 data collection.

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans:
Collect and verify State-aggregated data on

participants and programs and initiate student/
employer followup, activities.

c

Survey of Postsecondary Schools' with Occupational
ProgramsIn recent years, increasing attention hai
been given to noncollegiate postsecondary schools.
The career training provided by theSe institutions is
recognized as an important national asset and the
production of skilled workers by these schools is

/important in" determining labor supply-demand ra-
tios. Early in the 1970's NCES began a series of
surveys, to learn more about these schools, their
occupati. al programs, and their students. Approxi-
mately 9, o I public and private schools with °c-
cupational programs are surveyed every other year
to obtain information on selected characteristics.
The data, together with the HEGIS data pn 2-year
colleges with occupational programs, establish a
basic universe of postsecondary institutions with
occupational programs from which samples may be
drawn for special studies. A sample of approxi-
mately one-fourth of the schools receives at longer
form requesting more detail on programs, enroll-
ments, completions, and staff for the preceding 12_
months. National estimates are developed froth these.
data which help to provide information on personnel
supply to meet national manpower needi, to deter-
mine eligibility for Federal and other programs, and

to assist planners, anct policymakers by providing
information on the noncollegiate sector of postsec-
ondary. education. The survey and HEGIS data on
2-year institutions supply the information for the
Directory of Postsecondary Schools With Occupational

.pvgram..s, The sample survey furnishes the. data for a

"Descriptive .report on the characteristics of
noncollegiate postsecondary schools.

Fiscal Year -1978 Activities:
Administer the 1977-78 survey. ,

Publish the descriptive report of 1975-76 data on
noncollegiate postsecondary schools.

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans:
Publish the Directory of Postsecondary Schools With" ,

Occupational Programs, 1977-78.
- Prepare the 1977 -78 report describing the char-
' acteristics of noncollegiate poltsecondary schools._

.
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Learning Resources
NCES provides data on resources designed to facili-
tate learning, These inClude national data on all
types' of libraries (college and university, public,
school, and special) and on educational broadcasting
programs. The data are used by Federal and State
planners, professional associations, publishers, media
and microfilm prodpcers, and sCh-ool and institu-
tional administrators.

Library General Information Survey (LIBGIS) --The
Federal Government has collected data on libraries
for nearly 110 years. In 1966 NCES, through the_

American Library Association, developed a core
vocabulary of standard terminology and definitions
for libraries,which NCES is updating and expanding
in 1977 and 1978. In the early 1970's NCES negoti-
ated with State agencies to collect and report data to
meet the needs of planners and for all
types of librarids. The outcome in 1974 was a unified
datik, collection program known as LIBGIS, de-
signed to acquire data over a S-6 year period,n
staff, collections and holdings, services, cooperative
interlibrary arrangements, facilities, and expendi-
tures for the varioul types of libraries. These inven-
tories for the most part have been completed and
will be periodically updated. In 1978 the survey of
public' school libraries will be updated to determine
how extensively 'the library-media center concept
has been adopted; in 1979 the survey will be admin-
istered for the first time to nonpublic schools- StarY.
ing in 1979, the college and university survey will
also be conducted on a biennial cycle.

I

0,0

In 1978 and 149, study will OXpand
base to inclu staindardized terms
regarding pr grarit4 personnel,
library, and
and data b
information
nontraditio

e library data
d definitions
users of the

e usecof technology su h as computers
Surveys will be 'made to obtain.

n ppblic library services, including
media suc as educational film, art,

music, and lecture progr , and on selected char-
acteristics of those who use' the services. A survey
will also be made of staff qualifications and future
personnel needs, I both professional and
paraprofeWonal, to, provide more precise informa-
tion for estimating library budgets at all levels of
government, and for estimating enrollment in the
500 graduate and undergraduate infornu;.tion science
programs.

Fiscal Ydar 197rActivines:-
Complete the study of automated and computer-

ized; library networks, on organizational mode to
facilitate services among libraries for efficient pro-
cessing, Storage, and dissemination .of the mass of
print and nonprint materials presently available.
'Complete the studies of Federal and State libraries.

Administer the study of public school library me-
dip centers.

Administer a feasibility study for a, first-time sur-
vey.of public library services and the demographic
characteristics of those who use the services.

Update terminology and definitions common to all
types of libraries.

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans:'
Administer the first-time survey, of nonpublic

school library media centtegrs.
Administer the full - e study of public library

nsertand services.
Complete the library terminology and definitions

project.
Adshinister, a survey of personnel needs in the

different types of libraries.
Administer the biennial survey of libraries in col-

leges and universities as part of the HEGIS and
LIBGIS system.
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"v'Education Broadcasting: Public Television, /3adio, and
Other AtediaSinde 1970, NCES and the Corpora-
tion for Public Btoadcasting (CPB) have
cosponsored a data collection program pertaining to
public television and radio. In 1977 NCES and CPB
cosponsored a study on the availability and utiliza-
tion of television (public, commercial, closed-circui4
etc.) and other technology in elementary and sec-
ondary schools and on administrator and-'teacher
attitudes toward these technologies. Preliminary re-

, sults available from the 1976-1977 survey indicate
that 15 million elementary' and secondary students
regularly received instruction from some 727,000
teachers who used instructional television (ITV),
defined as any in-school use of television for
instructional purposes. These results, which indicate
widespread use and enthusiasm for ITV; suggest the
value of monitoring trends in this area. Results of the
ITV utilization study will be used by CPB and the
Office of Education to assist ip the planning, admin-
istration, and implementation of edicational televi-
sion programt. Comparisons of selected questions
from the 1977 data with questions from a prior study
conducted in 1970 will be made.

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities:
Report results of ITV utilization survey.
Conduct study of superintendent, principal, and

teacher attitudes towards use of ITV.

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans:
Conduct a feasibility dy to convert the ITV

utilization survey int6 a r urrent survey.

*

Y.
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Student Data

NCES collects data on student characteristics and
-performance through special studies in response to
peitistent Federal concerns about educational serv-
ices an. )tudent needs, student performance, and
transition rom school to work. Studies include long-
itudinal ,surveys which follow a single group of
students over a period of time, and recurrent surveys
which study a representative national sample of
students on a regularly scheduled basis. Projects
which will collect data on students in fiscal years
1978 and 1979 are described below.

School Enrollment of Children
Aged 3 to 5 Years
NCES is monitoring the increasing preprimary
enrollment in the United States through the Bureau
of the Census current population survey (CPS): The
data provide the basis for regiohal and national
estimates ofpreprimary enrollment related to a num;
ber of socioeconomic factors: age and race of child,
geographic region, metropolitan or,other area, pub-
lic or private school, family income, and occupation
and educatioi of household head.

In
- A

recent years increasing emphasis has been placed
on introducing children to formal education before
age 6. The data from 1964 through 1975 have shown
increased participation in' preprimary' education,
even though the popUlation of children aged 3 to 5
years has declined somewhat since the late 1960's.

National Longitudinal Study (NLS)
The NLS provides continuously updated, national
,data on the education, job training, and vocational
histories of nationally representative samples of
young people. It repOrts on the extent to which
career plans and aspirations .persist .and are even-
tually fulfilled; pers&nal characteristics of those
choosing various kinds of postsecondary education
and occupations; impact of Federal .funds on educa-
tional participation and attainment; and the extent to
which educational experiences prepare youth for,
work.

O
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The study began in the spring of 1972*with a survey
of high school seniors the class Of 1971 A student
questionnaire, a battery Or herbal and nonverbal
aptitude tests, a school a counselor
questionnaite, 'and ichool reCordi furnished data on
a nationally reprepentative panel of seniors from a
sample of 1,200 public 'and 'nonpublic secondary
schools: Representatives frorn educational organiza-
tions and the social sciences and many Federal users
of the data contributed to he.project design.

In the fall of 1973, a followup survey of the partici-
pants in the 1972,sardple obtained, information on
their post-high school educational and work activi-
ties. Second and third followup surreys'were made
in the fall of 1974 and 1976, and a fourth followup
survey is planned for the fall of 1979.

NCES is completing plans for the addition of two
new cohctrts to the _NLS-1980 sophomores and
1980 seniors. These new cohorts will provide the
first complete opportunity to follow participants in
the.. Basic Education Opportunity Grants program,
to acquire data on high school dropouts and how
they fare in life, and to examine the. high school
process in relation to postsecondary attainment and
career choice..

Fliscal Year 1978-Activities:
instruments for a field test of the fourth

/survey of the class of 1972.
late the survey design and the instruments to
(in the field test of the base year survey for
cohorts to'be added to NLS in 1980.

I .

:Year 1979 Plans:

folio

the,

Fl

the instruments for the fourth followup of
of 1972 and the base year survey of the new

d . Both shrveys will be administered in fiscal

:6
p 1 980.
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National Assessinent of Educational
Progress (NAEP)
NAEP is the only national data base on the educa-
tional attainments of young. Americans which pro-
vides a comprehensive and' systematic measure of
student performance in various.pubject and skill
areas.°Initiated 1969, NAEP assesses knowledge
and skills of students ages 9, 13, 17, and of young
adults (aged 26 35) in some years. The project
focuses on two main questions: (1) What is the

'educational attainment in the major schoorshbjects
of various population groups in the United States?
(2) What are the changes, if any, in attainment over
time in these subjects? NAEP has produced evi-
dence of uneq* achievement among various stu-
dent groups for di ferent geographical regions in the
United(States and for different time periods.

Analyses report changes in performance over time
by racial/ethnic group and sex, and by factors such
as geographic region, size and typb of community,
and level of parental education. InfOrmation about
knowledge, understandings, sail-and attitudes in
the areas of science, citizenship /social studies, math-
ematics, reading, writing, literature, art/music, and
special probes such as career and occupational de-
v jelopment, consumer skills, ,and basic life skills are
urrently available.

11



NAEP results have been widely reported and have
increased public awareness about student perform-
ance and the outcomes of education. Thirty-two
States and a number of lOcal education agencies are
using the materials, itroceclures, and findings froth
the project to conduct their own assestments. The.
data. are also utilized by national teacheAt associ-
ations for considerations of curriculum and teaching
improvenients iif mathematics, English, and social
studiei.

Fiscal Year 1978 ActiVities:
Administer the second assessment of mathematics

for ages 9, 13, and 17.
Administer the 'first assessment of consumer skills

for age 17. ,

Complete reports on the third assessment of sci-
ence for all four age groups and the first assessment
of basic life skills for age 17.

Fiscal Year 1979 Plans:
Analyze data acquired from the assessmentslon-

ducted in fiscal, year 1978 and continue Invent
assessment -schedule.-

Characteristics of Students in Noncollegiate
Postsecondary SchoOls
NCES conducted a study of students enrolled in
noncollegiate postsecondary schools for the first
time in 1977 to determine their perceptions of oc-
cupational training experiences. These .data are col-
lected biennia* because of she, importance in
providing the education community and public With
up-to-date information ow occupational programs
and in providing business and industry with trend
data on the kinds of training provided foa_. various
occupations.. the second survey Will be ade in
1979. As irallhe' first survey;'schools will be sampled
to prcividetreprespntation by type of school and
program offered. prom Aft sample a national,rept
sentative sample of students will be drawn.

..

r.

Student profiles are derived from data on student
and parental educational background, sex/racial/
ethnic group, military status, work experience, past
and current occupational training experiences, rea-
sons for selecling the program, and career plans.

Fiscal rear 1978 Activities:
Design surxey and instruments for Study of char-

acteristics of students enrolled in noncollegiate post-
secondary schools in 1978-79. .

Publish report on students enrolled in noncollegi-
ate -postseco'ndary schools in 1976 -77. , .

t
Fiscal Year 1979 Plans:

Administer the. 197$ -79 survey.

Participation in Adult Education
Through the Bureau of the Census current popula-
tion survey, administered triennially since 1969,
NCES monitors and reports on adult participation in
education during the preceding 12 months. Data are
collected on the types of activities in which adults
participated, yeasons for participating, degree of
satisfaction "ith the, activities, and basic demogra-
phic data suokas educational and occupational back-
ground,. sex/age /racial/ethnic group, and veteran
Maas.

In. 1975 over 17 million adults who were not full -
time students in high school or college participated
in adult education as opposed to 13 million.in 1969,
an increase of over 30 percent.

Fiscal Year 1978 Activities:
Contract with the Census Bureau to collect data

through the May supplement of the current popula-
tion survey. .1

Fiscal Yea; 1979 Plans:
Prepare the report of the 1978 survey.
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. Statistical Services - .

-
The Center's statistical services are designed to
provide accurate and timely data in forms itOpro-
priite to users' needs. These services Mali& assist-
ance to States to improve their data systems, analysis
to-transform data into information for policy use,
and dissemination to make timely information availa-
ble to many groups ofaseriil

Assistance
The assistance program is designed to develop corn-

' parable statistical systems which meet the needs for
education planning and management at Federal,
State, and local levels. The assistance pfogram is
organized around adiities to achieve two objec-
tives: (1) the developiticnt and implementation of
Federal-State-local data cores, and (2) the develop-
ment and improvenent, of State data systems. The
specific projects in die program result from a coop-.
erative planning effort which NCES engages in with
the States., The Federal-State planning effort and
activities under each objective follow.

Federal-State Coordination and Planning
NCES works closely with .States in cooperative*
activities designed'to define information needs, de-
velop data standards, and ,achieve greater aqua-
tency in those data requirements where there are
overlapping Federal-State interests. An important
planning objective is to reduce *den, redundancy,
and excessively detailed reporting at the State and
local levels in providing data to meet Federal re-
quirements.

l

At the elementary-secondary level, Federal data
collection plans are reviewed and short- and long-
range priorities for State . assistance activities are
developed. cooperatively by NCES, and the Council
of Chief State School Officers' Committee on Evalu-

c ation and Information Systems (CEIS). CEIS not
only reviews all survey instruments in advance of
their going into the field but also informs the States
of 'the data requited by the Education Division in
administering federally legislated programs. In fiscal
year 1976, NCES estallished a postsecondary net-
work with one representative from each State to
foster Federal-State cooperation and planning in the
area of data collection. By means of a contract with
the State 13figher Education Executive Officers
Organization (SHEEO), the SHEEO/NCES
Communication Network provides a single mecha-
nism for communication, coordination, and coopera-
tion between NCES and the States.

With the expansion of postsecondary education in
the 1960's, there has been a recognition of the need
for improved information systems to support plan-
ning and managment. NCES. is . making a major
effort to address this need by coordinating State and
Federalldata collection systems through the devel-
oftaent of a Federal postsecondary data core, and
by'sueporting development of a State' core, known
as the State fkevel Information Base (SLIB). SLIB
was inititated in 1975 by the National+ center
for Higher Education Management Systems
(NCHEMS), with support of the K. Kellogg
Foundation, to provide data for aking decisions
about postsecondary education at the State level. In
1977, NCES contracted with NCHEMS to extend
the SUB effort to the development of a Federal
postsecondary core. During fiscal year 1978 the .

proposed core will be revised to take account of
recommendttions from the SHEE0kNCES Wet-
work, the Federal Advisory Committee an State
Statistics, and numerous institutions and instituiidnal ;

associations. During fiscal year 1979,.general train-
ing 'sessions on the Federal data core and SLIB will
be available to all the States.

,r
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federal-State-Local Data Cores ,

e dei,eloptheni of Federal-State-local data cores
wires the use.of standard definitions and terminol-

ogy as well as specifically .planded activities which
will ensure, that data systems are implemented. as
designed. Currently,. the major data systems efforts
are installing the elementary-secondary common
core of data (CCD) and the National Vocational
Education Data System (VEDS). ,

The NCES handbooks and manuals of standard
definitions and terminology have long.provided the
means to achieve iiiparable data among State and
local education ag ies and institutions. Developed
in cooperation with educational organizations and
agencies, the handbooks and manuals contribute
both to the improvement of State and local data

`: systems and to the uniformity of statistical reporting.
Recently, in the elementary-secondary area, the
handbook effort has been extended to include the
training of State educatipn agency personnel in
recordkeeping and fiscal accounting piocedures. In
fiscal year 1978 the financial accounting manuals
which provide the classification and procedures
essential to record and report data for the finance
module of.CCD are being updated. Small awards to
States to assist in the development of financial rec-
ord systems which support CCD data collection will
be continued. In addition the . revised property

and the
education is

"- .
t,

accounting handbook is being idistribu
handbook on 'community information
being completed.

In fiscal year 1979, training in the application of
handbooks to State and local record systems will be
extended to the areas of property, student, and staff
accounting.

In fiscal year 1978, at "the postsecondary and whit
. education level, the handbook of terminology for

adult-Continuing education will be 'completed, and
work will begin on the instructional program taxon-
omy. These activities upon completion will provide
some of the basic structure neededxfor a common
core of data spanning vocational, postsecondary,
and adult education.

a
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During fiscal years 1978 and 1979, NCES will con-
tinue the staged process to install various compor
nents. of CCD and will take major steps to Jaunch
VEDS. Development of State capabilities to collect
anreport CCD and VEDS dam- require the dtivel-
opment of materials and trainingiprograms for State
personnel to acquire the skills necessary for collect-
ing, processing% and maintaining accurate and pre-
cise data In fiscal year 1978'the VEDS field test in
nine States will be completed, manuals designed, and
training sessions conducted prior to beginning'

,recordkeepifig in fiscal year 1979 and .full im-
lbementation and collection in fiscal year 1980 In
fiscal year 1979 assistance will be provided to States
to develop and maintain the capacity to supply sub-
State (labor-market area) data on vocational educa-
tion. It is anticipated that half the States will partici-
pate in fiscal year 1979.

In fiscal year 1978, the CCD was laiinched Niith
State .reporting of local education agency enroll-
ments by grade, and staffing by assignment. In fiscal
year 1979,States will begin, phasing in the financial

, component` of CCD, with full implementation ex-
pected for fiscal year 1981. Resources are provided
to the States to produce the data required for the
elementary-secondary common core.

r /
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State Data Systems
NCES fosters the development of State data systems
through a number of activities including ponducting
an annual seminar, which provides training to im-
proVe data production and utilization: sharing tech-
nical expertin among States through a personnel
exchange, and funding a modest program of grants
to support State capacity building. The State capac-
ity building prograrn inaugurate& in fiscal year
1978; is designed to decelerate the development of
compatible State statistical systems 6y providing
States with funds to automate and upgrade their
statistical systems. States wiltbe given the opeortu-
nity to propose projects critical to the improvement
of their systems. The kinds of projeatt 'which Siates

:may elect to pfoposs include installation of forms
management procedures, redesign of forms to facili-
tate computer maintenance of records, specifications
for a computer based record system, installation of a
data acquisition plan for local agency porting, and
development of data collection, editing,,and report"
ing modules.

In addition, other activities include helping States to
plan, develop, and conduct assessmeitt programs

) modeled after the Nation-al Assessment of Educa-
tional Progress; support in fiscal year 1979 to a
limited number of States to install teacher supply/
demand information systems; and support in fiscal
years 1978 and 1979 for installation of collective
bargaining inforrhation 'systems in selected States
using a model developed in fiscal year 1977.

O
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Analysis
Analytical studies clarify the meaning *and- signifi-
cance of statistics fm those who need information to

, make policy decisions. Such studies viable more
accurate assessment of Change, providetk sights into
the significance of data, and describe more fully the
education, enterprise, and its participants by incor-
porating demographic, social, and economic data.
The 'LACES analysis program is directed toward-
examining data from NC&S and non-N'CFS sources
to prepare ,repoiti on trends and critical issues, and
on develomLand utilizing mew applicatiop of
statistical Megaology to increase and extend ata

. usefulness.'` ,

Descriptive and Trend Studies .

Special analyses which are being conducted in fiscal
years 1978 and179 will provide information- with
respect to edu bnal needs, equal opportunity, fi-
nancial equity, quality, and future career Bath.

eme - secondary education, analyses Ire being
donduc of the: (1) status of language minorities
With r t to their educational attainiiint, degree
of En h profi&ency, leyel of ihcciine, and employ-
mkrit status; (2). supply and qualifications of educa-
tion personnel available to work with language
minorities in public schools; (3) degree of success of
federally-funded education programs in meeting the
need for qualified teachers and school administra-
tors, particularly for language-minorities, econorni-
callk and aeademically,disadvantaged, handicapped,
and in vocational and adult basic education; (4)
enrollment/dropout status and labor force liarticipa-
tion of Well, school students; (5) mobility rites
among students of differedt socioeconomic char-
acteristics in elementary-secondary schools in 1970
and.1977; (6) revenues and expenditures of large city
schoolsystems compared to those,of th'Eir respective
States;' and (7) levels of large city revenues and
expenditures by selected demograptic. characteris-
tics.

as
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In the area ofpostsecondary e ducation%analyses are
being conducted of the: (1) social and ecoribmic
*tors which influence participation of target
groups (handicapped, language minorities, older
adults, ethniciliciafrminorities, women, and the eco-
nomically disadvantaged),in postsecondary educe=
tiOn; (2) benefits of a college, education in terms of
in e, types of jobs, and stability of employment
for target group members; (3) characteristics of'
traditionally black institutions and of predominantly
black institutions, including enrollment, degrees
awarded, faculty, libraries, and fmancial status; (4). '

of higher education institutions
rding to dite proportion of students who are

black; (5) financial condition of colleges and uhiver-
siiiescording to their size, type, control, and geo-

,, ,graphic location; and (6) distinguishing characteris-
tics of institutions of higher education which are
experiencing declining enrollments.

A series of studies dramting ,on the educational,
vocational, and personal development of the high
sc&ol class of 1972 will provide information on: (1)
how high school experience effects postsecondary
activities, (2) the relationship between -vocational -c
training- and occupational 'attainment; (3) access to

d persistence., in postsecondary education for
ority ,and disadvantaged young people, (4) the - ;-

availability of student financial aid and how students
S"package" thisind to pay for their education, (5) the
impact of prior educational and occupational exper-
iences upon career development and the ability of

people to acquire and maintain satisfactory
ent, (6) factors 1 g to the fulfillment of

nal and career pi and (7) (the develop-
ment of life goals, social attitudes, and participation
in community activities. .

o.o0

't

Analyses of data front_ilie National went of
Educational Progress will include chanty in science
performance over three assessiiimits,- changes in
mathematics performance between two assessments,
and reports on the performance of .17 year-olds in
consumer and basic life skills.

Methodological 'Studies
Methodedogical, studies assist the Center in
advancing the accuracy, comparability, and cover-

\ age 7of 'the data acquired in its surveys and 'in
'providing analytical measures and indicators' used
for deriving the meaning and significance oreduca-
tion data: Major activities in 1978 and 1979 are
described.in thes following Section.

statistical, Analysis Group in ,Editication (SAGE)
'Established in 1976 to expiate problems M Anyey
methodology, SAGE-Aill continue toefevelop and

stuthui data basesfor greater analytical utility.
apply social inclicatoft in the field of ucation and

yo
, emplo

'educati
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;Thus far SAGE has prOduced:
A prototype cost -of- education index for ,elemen-

'buy-secondary education . which is a measure' of
costs and need independent of school district wealth
and willingness or ability to pay for education' ser-
vice. Correlatibns have len computed between the
index and seleCted socioeconomic variablksuch as
proportion minorities, elementary school enroll-

\ meat, percent.Federal revenues, and teacher-pupil
ratios.

A study of the tradeoffs between costs and preci-
sion for sampling nonrespondents in longitudinal
studies.

A report describing severa l indicators for measur-
ing the benefits of-education.

A user's man for the NCES' elementary-sec-
' ondary education' data files on staffing, pupils, and

finance.
During the next 2 wears SAGE will study and

report on the following:
Techniques for making reliable estimates from

partial data to hasten the reporting of delected
. important' data kerns.
. Specifications and Wocedures for establishing re-

liability and validity m recurring NCES surveys.
*Indicators to measure the financial healthrof col-
leges and universities.

SAGE will. also continue to structure and merge
.NCE,5 data 'kith other data bases to expand. the
Center'sanalytical ,

4
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Census Data *by :School DistrictThe geographical
boundaries or each of the approximately 12,000

is in the United States, which have
enrollments of 300 or 'more, have been updated to
1974 on NCES' School District Geographic Rettr-
ence Computer Tape. The Tape aggregates, to the
school distil-et level, social and economic data from
the 1970 Census of Population and Housing, which
were collected on a different geographic base.

-

The project makes possible subcounty allocations
for ESEA Title I funds and provides the .basis for
correlating census with school district data. Thus
population and economic data are available Ito
school district planners, and administiators to accom-
modate changes in kindergarten and first-grade
enrollment and population shifts, and to planTor
school facilities and staff, dropout revention, and
school desegregation..

In 1979, the Center wilktegin remapping i of the
approximately 16,000 school districts in preparation
for the 1980 Census.

Other Studies NCES is , conducting a study of
youth unemployment and education in industrial
nations to develop indicators that may provide in-
sight about conditions in the United States. This will
be completed in 1978.

In 1979 projects will be initiated: to deVelop indica-
tors of life-long learning in the United States and
other industrial nations; to assess-international edu-
cation nee1, trends, and critical problems; and to
develop a handbook for cross-refereiicing and estab-
lishing comparability between the United States sys-
tem of educational classification and the UNESCO
International Standard Classification of Education.

1*/
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During 1978 emphasis is being placed on improving
existing operations and on developing major compo-
nents of a unified dissemination program to provide
more timely nprmation. Recent changes in the
formats of thter's products, the production
process, and methods of distribution have reduced
costs and have increased user access to more up-to-
date information. Such changes include: (1) substan-
tial increases in the number of early data releases,
bulletins which describe highlights of selected sur-
vey results, and computer tapes from surveys and
studies, (2) reduction of nonanalytic summaty tab-
ular reports, (3) cancellation of sevFral publications
with detailed data by institution. provisiou_of
these detailed institutional data through microfiche,
(4) limited distribution of eomplimentary copies of
publications and revised mailing lists tailored to user
needs, and (5) streamlining of the production process
for -all of 'these products to reduce the time lager
between data collection A significant
modification of the production prodess is the cen-
tralization of all of the data processing activities
which, over 'the long term, will accelerate availabil-

. ity of computer tapes,,and microfiche products,
facilitate an increase in in -house analyses, and ex-

-
Dissemination 40

NCES disseminates information to den in many
forms. A wide variety of reports are available in
printed form: Data are also distributed on microfiche

-"Ind computer tape and through special tabulations.
An information and reference service answers
approximately 13;000 inquiries per year from legisla-
tors, government agencies, business and other orga-
nizations, education institutions, and private citizens..
A remote access system prgvides users with statisti-
cal data from terminals located in many paits of the
United States: More than 60 dkta bases from
NCES, Office for Civil Rights, Bureau of Postsecond-
ary Education, and the Bureau .bf the Census are
available through this remote access system. NCES
also directs the Fe,deral interagency consortium of
users of edudation statistics, composed of representa-
tives from more than 30 Federal. agencies and
Congressional staffs. The purpose of the consortium
ls-to-hoopriorate higt-demand. data tapes in a ceili-
tralizarlibrgy and make them available through the
remote access system.

(

pand the'-eapability of the remote online access
system by making data available in graphic as well as

. tabular form.

During 1979 NCES will augment and furtlier in-
. tegrate, the dissemination activities with particular

emphasis on: (1) streamlining the information service
to respond more quickly to statistical queries, (2)
expanding the reference service to provide brief
specialized analyses' requested by '17ederal and

4 Congressional users; (3) examining the impact of
current changes, especially the reduction in
nonanalytie tabular reports, (4) documenting coilTuter

tapes to permit tine by the general public, and
(5) producing special user tapes that integrate data
frbm.several surveys. ,

*61410110
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NCES Activities:
Costs foi Fiscal Years 1978- and 1979:111:1 II 1

Midget line items -4978 Appropriation 1979 Estimate
.,--

Education Statistics $7,237,000 $8,716,000

Statistical Services 6,703,000 . 7,224;000

Dissemi:2nation

As7sNOnce

Analysis 2,759,000 2,162,000

1112000 ' 1,006,000

2,816,000 4,656;000

:74

*MIL GONNIGOLENT PRINTING MICR s IVIS 0 252.906

41*

i3,940,o00 4,940,000
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